
CAPITAL AND NATIOI
How Their Relations Wer

Finally Adjusted.
ORGANIC ACT OF 187E

YEARS OF NEGLECT THREATENEI
LOCAL BANXRUPTCY.

Great Upvising of Washingtoniani
Resulted in Tardy Congres-

sional Action.

The form of gv),rnnent which had ex

Isted from the yetar 1sr., under a mayor. al
derman and C n1ll. f--r tihe city of Wash
Ington. unler a siid ir forni of governmen1
for Georget own. man n.er a levy court fol
the county. w:s h.antig- Fbruary 21, 1871
and In lit u thr, of tin re wa tstablished a

new form of g rnment for the District

Mr. Lewis J. Davis.

o COiumbi, consisting of a governor,
Oouncil and board of public works, appoint-
ed by the President of the United Statei
and confirmed by the United States Senate
and a house of delegates, elected by th(
people.
One of the first acts of the legislative as-

@embly was passed August 23, 1871, entitled
an act prescribing the duties of certain offi-
ars for the District of Columbia, and fix-
In thetr compensation. This was a very
oM prehensive act, going into details of

taxation. of the duties of officers of the
local administration and their remunera.
tion, and of the application of the sums
eOilected to the various expenses of the
District government.
The board of public works was only so

far referred to in this legislation, as in the
act of August 10, 1871, entitled "An act
prescribing the mode of assessments for
special improvements and providing for
the collection thereof."

A Debt Fixed In 1872.
In the assembly on January 19, 1872, an

s"t was passed for the payment of the
debts of the corporation of Washington,
and a similar act, June 20, 1872, for the
payment of the debts of the levy court,
and for the payment of the debts of the

IF..1 'I

Judge W. S. Cox.
eerporation of Georgetown, Commission-
era of the sinking fund, by an act passed al
*e same time, were authorized to settle

all such claims and directed and empow-
wred to issute registered or coupon bonds of
the city of Washington to an amount suffi-
otent to cover said debts of the city of
Washington not then funded. This act rpro-9ided that the aggregate debt of the Dim-
trict should not exceed the sum of ten
mililon dollars.
On July 11. 1871, the legislative assembly
msed an act authorlzing the Issue of
S,000,000 in bonds, in accordance with a

Sof Improvement *ubmitted to said
lature by the board of public works.

Sact authorizing an additional Issue of
* same amount of bonds was passed Au-~t 19. 1871; but, on submitting the ques-

to Vote of the people, only one loan
S$4,000,000 was authorized.
On June 23. 1873. a further nuthorization

et bonds was made to cover the discount
Silowed on the negotiation of the $4,000,000

Mr. Geo. K. Oyster.
ba.The bonded debt of the District en
ing December 31, 187w, was, as stated bathe controller. $5,527,850; the asessed valu<

at real estate In the entire District, as stat
et by the su itndent of assessments, 11
304, was .43,672.

hAn Eibmarasinzg Eituation,
The following extract from an oplalal

given by Mr. Caleb Cushing will Indicats
sba amaminar ennditon into which th

fiscal affairs of the District had drifted:
"In continuing, by the act of March 3
1873, to follow the method of reimburse-
ment instead of anticipatory appropriations,
and in not making at the same time any
appiopriations for future work, although
weAl knowing that such work must and
would be done-Congress would seem to
have been conscious of the impracticability
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Mr. B. H. Warner.

of noting in this matter by previous ap-
propriation. without having first fixed by
gen~erai law the proportion of cost of im-
provement chargeahle to individual proprie-
tors and the proportion chargcable to the
Unit, d Stt s.
This uincortain condition as' to the propor-

tlonate iility for the Expenses of the Dis-
trict as bet ecn C ongrcss andl Its citizenis
Is further extrnpiified by the heavy expen~di-
ture of the DisticEt government in other
brawb-. 9 o admin'i'trati:.n. In December.
187:1. th-sup' riot. dent of public schools
writ's: "It is citrlry r xdidet that the city
cannot sustain the butrden of taxation re-
quirai to carIry on our present system of
public schools. For the purpose of ascer-
taining what proportion of the parents or
guardi-ans of pupils ini our schools are tax-
payers here. I recentty procured a complete
list from the registers oi our schools. The-
list contained the names of 246 parents or
guardilans of pupils, and of this number
only f4. or 21;.N0 per cent, were taxpaycrs.
"The list might be extended to other

sources of expeinditure by the government
of the District for police, board of health.
inter. s. etc., showineg how, in the event of
the lini: ncial buirdrnos re sting upon the Dis-
trict not being relieved by permanent law
assulmng on the part of the general govern-
ment a just proportion of the District's lia-
biliti, s, it must Inevitably result in the
bankruptcy of this community.
The Commissionership Government.t
The system of government was again'

changed. June 20, 1874. cont inuing, however,
the s~nking commiss oners, but placing ths
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Mr. . W. Thopsn.

ovenmnt In the handsr of threvioms a-

stoners lnad the ovrn or, counofIl,
bortfb orks and the poutn hrolelative-

sembly.I Tiis.atas" iete hiseo
8.65 bonsotake updiio the otnen cepr-

tificates ofI;~t o the arde of dtsed for-
certicats o the( boars n ofs pulcirkso

Impuroveen maded the act epledg-
ng -, thentd Stait "boort Ioterp

prorations aind bycrauing to becclmeie
suchtas: a s wold~ do jo" to prova d the t

paymet ofstin tretonsaid bfttond anrter
payrnc et s at Fatrt. the endos of 187er
theifunde dhtpooo of the prictofCoumr
gudas s of22,0sin08,650.laeax

Git ro th ofir Indebtednshs.Th
Thet dotsoiarered thenmso weprenets of

the old crprao of Washigto and thisnmer

fourc- io loatnauhre by the lenegia
ofture; meantrimeth borpgrde or pulf wort,
wich-r was. ot h a und rwi theroloftoeg
titue had bincrrleed ay laradebt lutad

ofu th auothzed expndir of the palgvro-
ceds of jt frourmillin oan The Dsritslai
garot of this cndebtenss. anRhelc
ofe prosionfometig th erment troe
The stens of heDisrict andaest an tl
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Colone. . G.hoerret.

gopernmet Congrhes hand of tinestoigton
sioners iteadug onqfr the goenorstcouncon,
boeact of uhe bord adt the elation of-
tedbt Thieatres directead the powerso

thcrbodstohafe up the outhree Cer-

tncaes ofutherord tofb appitc uder
crticae of ne board74 ofherei wos thir
imoeetsncaee an insthamout oflepg-
priatios and by ustrined mount leif

Dpstrect ofb incrre on sthe bosad theui
paymentks aThi marty um thse ene ofby7
thertfucaedsb of the Diesrict of Coluba
ad oterclim gowngouo0te 0.l

Grwt of cotacs ndetedessoiddtht
Tlh cabm sohourrbersmted to at o,

theord oruitopora of htwo ande

turoers meanthme tear, whfc puld works,
whticats nour themontro fn the leg-
thslae,had inurre aclarg due outsi874
ofthe authissoedrxpntr of the pfadwr-
cieedo tohse rmion oan.h Trhetraid

growth fies netedrnes and t eckg
ofsraidson for theertitesm alarevul

It

tI

N

auhrie. The amun T ofpsuonbn. a

sioes tosea Noembeoernr, cous374A nil-
.or fpb~ ok n the totegistrtive deas2-%NE

semny aThis t asrce the, issue ofte85bns
&C onres, tnserte un the at, and ngther-e

tl as of#,d the bon fadi the forn
B pedgfae ofthe barh of puic worksmat fo
I "n the tedatate fs "byproportoe bap-

prpiain an y asigtob lve

suchtaxeaswoul doso" o Dov~d th

ay pledged that it will by proportionate ap-proprlatlons, and- by causing to be levied
mich taxes as will do so, provide for the
ayment of interest as it falls due, and a
linking fund that would prov1e for thepayment of the principal Mtmaturity."
This act was passed June 20, 1874. but
mrtil the passage of the act approved by:
he President June 11, 1878, this proportion
was never fixed by the government, nor
Iny steps taken to extend aid to the credit
Lnd resources of the District, except byyartial and spasmodic appropriations.
To quote from a minority report submit-
ed to the Senate in 1ST: "At the end of
ix years only of a government irresponsi->le to the people the public debt amounts
o $25,0O0.000-morc than one-fourth of the
Lssessed value of the property of the Dis-
rict. Meanwhile $13,W00,000 has been as-
iessed as special taxEs on the property of
he citizens. ten millions on the same as
reneral taxes, and Congrcss had appropri-
ted six million dollars. Deducting the
irigin-il indebtedness, we find the enormous
um of fifty million dollars, as the net ex-
>endi'ture of six years of government byifficers appointed by the President and con-
Irmed by the Senate. Of this vast sum,
iot less than forty millions are chargeable
o Improvemonts."

A Memorial to Congress.
In October, 1S77, the writer, then presi-
lent of the board of sinking fund commis-
loners, realizing the desperate condition in
rhich the firianccs of the Distrfct were

laced, and the necessity of obtaining relief
rom Congress by a definite assumption by
hat body of its oibligations toward the
ebt of this community, prepared the fol-

Mr. James E. Pitch.

>wlng petition, or memorial, to be submit-
,d to Congress:
To the Honorable Senate and House of
Representatives:
"The undersigned citizens and taxpayers
the District of Columbia respectfully rep-
sent that they are undcr the cxcusive
irisdiction of your honorable bodies, and
ave at this time no represcntative therein;
iey, therefore, avail themselvcs of the
ght of petition, and beg your favorable
:msideration of the, foNowing request:
"The faith of the government was, by act
r Congress of June 24, 1874, pledged to pro-ortional appropriations toward the ex-
enses of the District. Such-proportion has
Dt yet befn determined or appropriations
ade, although three committees of Con-
ress have reported on the subject-one
fat the proportion should fairly be fixed at
per cent; a sccund committee reported in

Lvor of the governnnt's paying the entire
:pense of the District, and r-inbursing
self to the extent of a moderate tax on
ie property of the citizens thereof; the last
>mmittee reported a b:il involving the pay-tent by the general government of 40 per
nt of the expenses. In view of the fact
tat the streets and avenues are the prop-fty of the United States (see decision of
te Supreme Court in the case of Van
ess) of the exemption from taxation of
I1government property, of the large ex-
mee entailed upon our taxpayers in pro-
ding public school accommodations for

~~1

Mr. W. R. Smith.

Le children of non-residents and non-tax-
tyers and of the exhaustion we are now
boring under from our efforts to improve
ad beautify the national capital,. we yen-
ire to ask that the government's proper-
on of the expense be fixed at 50 per cent,
ad necessary legislation provided there-
r.

Potomac River's Needs.
"The condition of the Potomac river, we
umbly represent, now requires immediate
ttention, both for the ,reservation of comn-
terce and the health of the resident popu-

Ltion, in which view the question becomes

national one, depending thereupon the

ealth of officers of the United States and

tpresentatives of foreign governments sta-

oned here. The well-established policy of
tie government has been to preserve the

avigation of all important rivers and to

3move therefrom such denosits and accre-

ons as were detrimentat to the public

eaith. The Potomac river, one of the

usest and most inth the aount~y

made at an early' ate for the improvement~
t the river.

and female, for employ ent I the different
departmeiit;--The fre*QEt changes there-
in and recent reductiofl Of force have left
a large number of theselpersons In our city
without means of suprt upon the charity
of this community, whic)a at this time is
scarcely, if at all. able -A take care of Its
resident poor. We beg t6 urge this as a
strong reason for liberett appropriations in
behalf of our charitable institutions.
"In conclusion, your- petitioners wotild

refer to their record in the past as a law-
abiding and taxpaying community, and ex-
press an earnest desire to co-operate with
the representatives of thee general govern-
ment in making this the, worthy capital of
a great nation."

Active Steps Taken.
This merporial was first submitted to the

inspection of Governor Demnison, the presi-
ent of the board of District Commission-

ers, and, meeting his cordial approval, was

communicated to Messrs. Crosby S. Noyes,
John A. Baker, Robert C. Fox, M. W.
Beveridge, W. G. Metzerctt and John T.
Given. With their co-operation a meeting
was held at the office of Fitch, Fox &
Brown, when the subject of the formation
of a committee of 100 was debated and de-
cided upon. A meeting followed at the
residence of Mr. Lewis J. Davis-. when the
outline of the public meeting to be called
was agreed upon and the invitation to said
meeting was framed and sent out, dated
Dctober 9, 1877. The proceedings at that
meeting are found in the following account,
the first quotation being an editorial in The
Evening Star of October 20, 1877:
"Everybody admits the urgent necessity

ror united action uy our citizens to secure
from Congress legislation imperatively
needed In behalf of our District, but the
trouble is that 'what is everybody's busi-
ess is nobody's business.' A good many,
n fact, are disposed to despair of getting
inything like combined, energetic action
n view of the general listlessness displayed,
ind the disposition, on the other hand, by
tome to raise a mad-dog cry of interested
motives against any citizens of public
pirit enough to attempt to rescue the com-
munity from the slough of despond. Im-
)elled, however, by the urgent nature of the
,mergency, quite a number of our citizens
,nterested in the prosperity of the District
ave entered upon the thankless task in-
Hlcated. After consultation they appointed
L committee with instructions to send out
he foll6wing invitation addressed to a con-
;iderable number of prominent citizens of
he District, who, It was thought, would be
willing to give active co-operation for the
)bject in view:
"'WASHINGTON, D. C., October 9, 1877.

'Dear Sir: You are respectfully Invited
o unite with certain other fellow-citizens
ith a view to the formation of a commit-
:e of 100 to endeavor to procure from Con-
gress such legislation as will secure the
bjects set forth in a memorial now before
:he public for signatures, of which a copy
a herewith submitted.
" 'Please signify your acceptance on re-

:elpt of this. Respectfully yours,
" 'Committee-Lewis J. Davis, R. 0. Fox,
oseph Casey, S. V. Niles, John A. Baker,
ohn T. Mitchell, William M. Galt, Joseph
Semmes, George W. Riggs, George Tay-

or, Crosby S. Noyes, John Hitz, M. W.
everidge, John T. Given, William Dixon.
! J. Middleton, Jr.'
"The answers to this invitation have been
;ohearty in promising the active co-opera-
ion asked that there is encouragement to
elieve that a real working organization of
sealous, energetic men can be effected in
:he shape of a citizens' committee of 100
r more. But one declination has been re-

:eived, and that comes from Mr. Columbus
-exander, who thinks he smells some

ring jobs' in the movement. While he ad-
nits that there is much in the memorial
:hat is very just and commendable, he
hinks the reference to the Improvement of
:he Potomac river 'may be construed to in-
olve a job which may result in incurring
Lfurther debt to the District and increased
:axation.' This objection from Mr. Alex-
Lnder illustrates the difficulty-we might
ay the utter hopelessness-of securing en-

ire harmony of action on behalf of vital
Aistrict interests or of bringing forward
tny measure of pub:le good that will not
>estraightway denounced by some clique>rsome suspicious individual as having
ome wrong motive at the bottom. All in
he world the clause in rega-rd to the Poto-
nac river contemplated was to induce Con-
rress to make such appropriation for the
mprovement of the river and harbor at the
lational capital as it makes every year for
he improvement of rivers and harbors all
Iver the country. There was not a shade
>fa shadow of a foundation for a suspicion
hat there was any 'jb' In this matter. It
vould seem to be impossible that any man
nterested in the welfare of the city could
)efound to oppose the effort to get an ap-
Propria-tion from Congress to improve the
Lavigation and abate the malarial scourge
ifthe Potomac. But the Potomac river
mprovement and other matters referred to
the memorial are, as heretofore ex-

lained in this column, only Incidental ob-
sets to the great paramount one set forth
the memorial of procuring from Congress

he legislation fixing definitely the propor-
Ion it will pay toward the expenses of the
)strict. It is so vital to the interests of

he District that this matter should be set-
led that all other District needs and griev-
6ces can afford to wait until this is ar-
anged."
The report of the meeting thus called was
rinted In The Star of October 22, 1877:

A Spirited Start.
"In response to personal notices sent by
oommittee selected from among our citi-
ens Interested In the prosperity of this
istrict, quite a large number of property
olders, representing pretty fully the va-

'ous local Interests of the District, met at
Willard's Hall Saturday night, for the pur-
ose of securing unity of actIon In seeking
ieeded legislation from Congress. Among
heprominent citizens present were George
W.Riggs. Lewis J. Davis, Judge J. W.
Wrght, Josiah Dent, S. H. Kauffmann, R.
Fox, John A. Baker, Judge Joseph Ca-
Iey,Crosby S. Noyes, William Dixon, Judge
Vail, Henry Semken, John Mar'bury, P. M.
Dubant, R. W. Dorwnman, William Petti-
>one, George Oyster, C. M. Matthews, Co-

umbus Alexander. John T. Given. William
I.Shuster, J. G. Berret, Joseph L. Simms,
ohn E. Thompson, James H. Goddard,
samuel Bacon, S. Norment, H. A. Willard,Et.S. Davis, Dr. J. B. Blake, W. R. Smith,
rhomas P. Morgan, William H. Clagett,
Dr.J. C. Morgan, August Kock, C. B.
Church, A. T. Britton, Win. M. Beveridge,
John Pettibone. William B. Reed, John
Elitz, J. C. Wilson. W. G. Metzerott, John
EEnnis, A. Ross Itay, Dr. A. Y. P. Gar-
ett, Wmn. Ballantyne, Wmn. M. Galt. Wmn.
Blrney, J. E. Fitch, Horatio King. S. V.
tiles. Gen. Beale..Jo'hn T. Mitchell, Win. S.
Fhompson, Horatio Browning, Horace Ca-
pron. John Saul. Win. Dickson, W. J. Ste-
phenson, B. F. Lloyd, A. . Barker, Sayles
.Bowen, W. D. Baldwin, S. A. H. Marks,

Jeorge White. John F. Cook, M. WV. Gait,
E.F. Peck, Dr. Christie, 3. W. Boteler, D.
B.Clarke, Dr. C. B. Purvis, A., M. Clapp, I.
U.Burritt, W. H. Morrison, James Worm-
ey,Dr. S. C. Busey, Thomas"'Somerville,
ID.J. Middleton, Jr., and R. W. Tompkins.
"Mr. L. J. Davis called the -meeting to or-
ierand read the notice Indicating the pur-
poses of the meeting, He nominated George
W.Riggs, esq., president,s and he was
anaimsously elected, MEr, Jphn A. Baker
raschosen for secretary and Mr. R. C.
oxas treasurer. -

"Messrs. Richard T. , Joseph Ca-
iy,John T. Given, L Dffavis, Crosby
B.Noyes, D. K. Cart ~John T. Mit-
hell were chosen vicez,4ents.
"The chair stated brgye purposes of
themeeting, the most impo4nt object be-
igthe united endeavbr' of 'ie citizens to
ecure a settlement b question of
quitable proportional s to be borne
by'the District of Comi and the gen-
ralgovernmnent for I Iexpenditures.
his question is para - ~to all others,
mndmerits a common g9hited support
!romour citizens. Iran sJudgment the
bestplan was to confinge action to this
oepurpose-the defing b rionment of
therelative share of Eig expenses be-
tween the government te people of the
District, and in this ad~o to give a
ullexhibit of our ihm4situation, he
malledupon Mr. L. J. F~ , a member of
theinking fund commtlaon, to make such
xplnations as 'were necessary to this end.

"Mr. Davis then presented the following
lat howing the unaneii situation of the
District:
Debt of the old corposa~on of
Washington ........... ......R,875360.0rhedebt of the corpor'atio
Georgetown ......,......... 49L9
rhdebt of the Distriet 'r Ge-
lumbia ............,.......... 51,U0.0

Total ........... J.4...8'9.I1.95
ermef government The

adiinldbeig-ofthe

guarsteed by' the

Sthaaes...:...............m

mated present annual requirements of the
District:
Interest .............................31,ME, 0
Publie schools ...................... 40,0000
Police department ................ 0000.
Fire department ................. 110,000.00
Lighting streets .............. 100.0
Insane Asylum ......... 7,00
Small repairs ................... 100,000.00
Markets, police, etc................ . 3,000.00
Executive. department ........... 0,000.00
Sweeping streets .................. 5,O.00
Parking commission ............. 5,000.00
Rents, repairs, etc................10,000.0
Engineers' department ........... 6,0000
Sinking fund ...................... 200,000.00
Sundries ............................ 11,000.00

Total ........... .........530000w.00
"Mr. Davis explained that the tax-paying

capacity of the District, as based upon the
present assessed valuation of property.
yields $1,500.000 revenues, which is just
about one-half of what is needed to meet
current expenses.
"Mr. John T. Given said the apathy that

had been manifested by the people of this
District the past few years. in view of their
financial condition, was to him surprising.
The exhibit just read of our Indebtedness
ought to arouse them to a sense of their
danger. and be believed it would. To ef-
fect their common object they' must be a
unit. This, above all things else. is neces-
sa.ry. and they must know no 'sectional nor
partisan prejudices in this labor. The 4ne
terests of Georgetown are iden.tidal with
Washington, and the. same may be said of
the connty outside. (Applause.) Their
work, then, !s to map out what is to be
done and make Its accomplishment a com-
mon cause. They all know the importance
of systematic organization and unity after-

Mr. Edx-.d Clark.

ward. Let them cultivate a little of the
missionary spirit and all Improve every oc-
casion to impress upon Congress the Im-
portance of simple justice to a people impov-
erished by a stupendous debt imposed by
agents of the general government. It was
not his purpose nor his disposition to criti-
cise the acts of individuais in the past; the
present was enough for them to meet. The
eyes of the community are upon them, and
every member of these committees is ex-
pected to do his duty. Love of country and
home is natural. As for himself, he loved
the place of his birth, where he had spent
the best days of his life and expected to
end his career. The taxable' property of,
the citizens of this District and that owned
by the general government are nearly
equal. and the duty of this committee to be
announced by'the chair is to impress upon
every member of Congress the equity of adivision of the costs of running the capital
city of the country and making it worthy
)f being the national metropolis. (Applause.)
"Judge Joscph Casey was the next sptak-

?r. fie said the statisticAl statement made
by Mr. Davis, that the debt of this Dis-
trict was upward of $21,000.000, was a sad
commeitary on past public mismanag.?nent, but should arouse them to their duty
for the present. They are reminded by thisshowing that their ent!re real estate in this
District is mortgaged to the extent of over
25 per cent of its value. This condition of
things has a most depressing effect upon
,cal estate here. Here real estate has never

Mr. George W. Biggs.
been inflated as it has been in Baltimore,
Philadelphia, and in other large cities; bul:
his terrible mortgage, like an incubus, a
ndghtmare, is hanging over us, and they

rnust look upon this state of affairs as bust-

riers men, and the only thing which remains

.s to present this shnwing to Congress,
which has exclusive jurisdiction, and askthat thcy take the responsibility of their
cwn agents. He wished to avoid touch~ingupon any of the partisan questions which
had heretofore entcred into our local af-
rairs. Let the dead past be forgotten. They
know that the debt is hanging like a cloud
mever them, and provison f ir its cxtinguish-
rrncnt has to be made. It was on that occa-

s'on for them to suggest and arrange what
shall be done. Whatever is dmne, let the
plans be well laid, and the attainment of
the needed object be made a common cause.
Whether this plan should be for a stated

divlslon of the expenses of the District, er
for Congress to take the entire District into
its' own charge; pay all expenditures and
tax the people for reimbursement, or any
other plan, is for them to consider; but

Other committee. of nine members each.
and that they be named by the chair.
"Mr. R. I- Davis thought the number nee-

essarY to Constitute the several committees
should be left to the discretion cf the chair.
"The chair remarked that he thought them

executive committee should be a large oie.
and COmposed of all classes of our people.
He suggested that any one present who had
names of proper persons t3 propnse for

Mr. X. W. Galt,

membership upon the gnenral committee
should hand thei In, as it w: detirable to
have a fuil rep.e-sentative n iber.-hip. He
asked if it was the sen of the mee! ing
that in the announceen. it of the cammit-
tees the enair was4 privil- i, d :o go outside
the geiea camnitt, for eei.
"The mne:jirl; o e , d lnmi1: ly
"The * nn I .fr fill

out, wtre the-n ammur
"Ext cuiv -W. WV. Cwreran. Gorge Tay-

lor, Rihard Wa!ioch. S. .1. liiw, n, John F.
Cok. S .Ni,. C. B. hurch, irA. 1.
P. Garni*t. Thomas P. M,l n. J .lac-
Arthur. liar:itio King J iz, J. F.
Ennis. J L. Simms. A. S. S- l nions. H. A.
WVi1rd.W. S. Cox. V. I. 'i.-, 11. L. A.
Gobright, \Vj.lian Dix. n. m. w. (alt, w.
G. M, tzfrolt. W. I. iiln. ,1. Mat-
thew - Judge- Edmis. 1. I ovejoy, A.
T. Liritton. I. C F'x. W. M. a t, Wm.
Sticktny, J. l. Barbour. Conway Robinson.
S. Ii. Kauffme' nin. Jud-e Andrew Wylie;
J. A. Baktr. Wrm. loiantynt. W. D. Dav-
idge, .looph Shillington, W. M. Beveridge,
J. G. Berr t, G. A. Bohrcr. J. M. Wilson.
E. J. Middl ton, Jr., J. M. Van Buskirk. C.
F. Pefk, Gtn. E. F. Beall.
"Printing-S. H Kauffmatnn. J. G. .udla.

Richard Mohun, J. E. Fitc1, W. If. Morri-
son.
"Finance-Wm. Dixon. J. L. Barbour, B.

H. Warner. R. W. Dpwnm;ui. D. W. Middle-
ton, jr., Horatio Browning.
"Press-A. Gobright. A. M. Clapp. .Tohn

Lynch, J. C. Miller, Donn Platt. 1). C. For-
ney, I N. Burritt. John Morris and W. 1H.
Clarke.
"Public schools-B. G. Lovejoy, W. W.

Mr. J. I. Carlisle.

Durtis, J. 0. Wilson, J. E. Thompson,
rames Wormnley, B. F. Lloyd.
"Police-A. T. Britton, P. F. Bacon, John
arkriter, E. G. Davis, Dr. W. S. Thomp-

on, George White and Thomas Somer-
rille.
"Fire department-Thomas P% Morgan, G.

K. Oycter, Wm. Dickson, Joseph Redfern,
3eorge R. Wilson, E. M. Gray and P. M.
Dubant.
"Legislation-W. S. Cox, W. B. Webb, M.

F. Morris, W. D. Davidge and Enoch Tot-
en, Eugene Carusi, W. F. Mattingly, A.3. Riddle.
"Imnprovement.-M. W. Galt. J. C. Hark--
mess, S. J. Uowen, J. Van Riswick, T. L.
Eume, Dr. C. B. Purvis. Wright Reeves,
E. A. Clark. W. M. Shuster, A. R. Shep-
herd. H. Clay Stewart. William R. Smith,
W. D. Baldwin, Judge J. W. Wright, Hor-
ice Capron, L. W. Kennedy. H. A. Willard,
A.. M. Smith. A. L. Barbour, James God-
lard. Josiah Dent. C. C. Willard, Wmn. G.
Koore, Dr. C. B. Maxwell.
"Health deprtmeant-Dr. A. Y. P. Garnett,
Dr. Samuel Busey, Dr. J. M. Toner, S. A.
El. Marks. Dr. John B. Blake, Dr. Peter
Parker, Dr. Johnson Elliott, Dr. James E.
Mforgan, John Marbury, fr.
"Charities-Wm. Stickney, H. Semnken. M.1.Emery. A. S. Solomong John H. Cook,

A. Pollock.
"Harbor improvement-Charles B. Church,

.Mr. Samuel Norment.

Alexander Ray, Wmn. J. Stephenson, Chas.Edmonstonl, Samuel Bacon, E. E. White,
John pettibone. John Marbury, jr.
"Taxation-Win. H. Clagett, Win. Dixon,George W. Cochran. John F. Cook, G.
Lansburg,, Nathaniel Wilson, John W.
Boteler, J. J. Johnson, Richard W. Tomp-
ins.
"District Ainances-W. W. Corcoran. Lewis
J.Davis, H. M. Sweeney, Edward Temple,
Daniel B. Clarkce, Samuel Norment, J1. C. G.
Kennedy, J. H. SavEl.
"Count'y statistics-Conway Robfnson. E.
1. Matcton, jr., Dr. Christie. B. D. Cat-
penter, 'B. T, Swarts J. P. Klngle, John
aul .ad-E. C. Dyn
"Os anotion .1 General Seale that a esi-

for see be ~ t~to walt aa
tthe n-olD* fst .tinbea Mmiied,

oigtngOo

writing upon the severs] subjects eae
ted to it, in pat, as follows:
"To the Benat* and House of Rep m

tives:
"The anomalous condition of affaIre I

the District of Columbia. affeoting most 11-
J'jriouslv the fortunes and happiness Of Its
citisens. has induced a voluntary assodca-
ton of taxpayers for the purpose of.soliit-
Ing from the Congress of the 'nted StateS
such remedial and beneficial legislation as
mar be iust and expediknt. They appeal
to Conaress, because the federal Constite-
tion has Invested that body with supreme
and exclusive legislative power in this Die-
trict-with the eame ahsolute control and
authoritv as it exercises over the national
forts. arsenals. naaz.nes and nAVy yards
-and it is. theref re. to the benetiefnt ex-
erelse of this perary author ty alone thai
thev can look for reii, f.
"The !an of the city. .9% approved by

Washin:crn. Is or a . .1 cf unprecedent-
ed magniteent ; with str' t t ) 1611 feet
In width. cover;rg mere thin h.af 't area;
and a the wrioi of its f.tInlation. and for
many vears thereafter. it w.as without
Potuu!i: ion or re: urces of :mny kind: the
imnrovom nt of its streets an,l the building
of sewe rs. brid ,etc., . ing the soe and
exclusive "are f the go-, r ment :Ind its
agents. It was n t unt 172 th:it the cor-
porait ,n of Waehing-I-n .in i the Levy
Co-:rt .f h, county% vfr ithorizcd to
open ar-I improv - reets~analre
"Froim the fa< *: Ler" -ttied is 1p-

par-nt that v.shtnan w. pr--j-"ted by
i's founders for a uinyr.\ *n a: Ity, to
be governed i'nd irnprovi x,:iisively by
Conzress wihf' r, gar '' :eil sense to
the voic-e or wist it 7z- ns.
"And althovizi thi: ap;i;rprialons by

Congress fr ! r, r!' in'.rfv intnfs in this
District ha%( . Ver 1-,n a: a l comruen-

aa

Xr. Wm. Ballantyne.
surate with the princely grant under which
the governrment now holds nearly a hun-
dred mil'inns of real estate, or with the
grand design and expectations of the
fcundt rs if the republic and Its capital. as
manif.sted by their early acts. they have
at all tirrces admitted the national obliga-
tions and resnonsiblIlities in thlis regard."
See retIort of Senator Southard. 2d Feb-

ruary. 18IN.
See rcuort of Senator Brwn. lth May.

185R
See report of House committee on D. C,

13th 31av. 1872.
See renort of foutse commItte on judi-

clarv. 1st Jun,. 1174.
Ser- renort of joint comnitte of two

houses. 7th December, 1874.
See renort of joint committee of two

houses. 1876.
It wouhl take too much space to quote

more iro. lv from this anl oth--r reports
made by the subcommittis to the coimmit-
tee of onfe hutndred. able and exhaustive "m
they a:-. They may be .oond printed in
full in the pamphi-ts published at that time
by the commnittees.

The Organic Act.
The followitig is part of ie t, xt of the

act:
"Bill providing for the permirert goV-

ernme-nt by th- District. ir troducd in the
House of Represcuitates, II. R. 329."
"The annual estimates of the District og

Mr. K. A. Willard.

Columbia shall be transmitted to Congrem
by the CommissIoners of the District et
Columbia at the same time that the regular
annual estimates for expenses of the gov-
ernmecnt are submitted by the Secretary of
the Treasury, and with his action on the
same to be printed in the general hook of
estimates.
"The S3ecretary of the Treasury shall

carefully consider all estimates submitted
to him as above provided, and shall ap-
prove, disapprove or suggest such change.
in the same, or any item thereof, as he may
think the public interest demands. ad
after he shall have considered and passed
upon such estimates submitted to hm, he
shall cause to be made a statement of t~be
amount approved by him and the fund or
purpose to which each item belongs, which
statement shall be certified by him, and
delivered, together with the estimates as
originally subrnitted, to the Comgpissioners
of the District of Columbia, who shall
transmit the same to Congres's.
"To the extent to awhich Congress shall

approve of said estimates. Congress shalt
appropriate the amount of 50 per centum
thereof, and the remaining 50 per centuta
of such approved estimatks shall be levied
and assessell upon the taxable property and
privileges in said District other than the
property of .the Uhitedi States and of the
District of Columbia, and all proceedings in
the assessing, equalizing and levying of
said taxes, the collection thereof, the list-
ing return and penalty for taxes In arreas
the advei-tising for sale and the sale o
property for delinquent taxes, the redems-
tion thereof, the proceedings to enforce the
lien upon unredeemed property, and every
other act and thing now required to be dome
in the premises. shall be done and per-
formed at the time and in the manner now
provided by law, except in so far as ts
otherwise provided by this act."
Credit Due the Experimental Govern-

ment.
s!he passge of this btil and the assump-

tion by the general goverment $one-half
of the expenses of the District.Iea he-
msediate relief-the amounlt collected forth
year 1Si8 was about $3,O. one-al
derived from taxation ad- ohalf aegis-
sriated fros thie treasury ot the Unitel
UIstes. This act a nowr bees In Oree sur
tweaty.,fgar pEara te debt .of ta Dlstaist

has beE be

pperaion ind af he M
ersaa * en


